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completely at the disposal of one party and uniformly hostile to the other.
Unionists retorted that if Liberals were aggrieved they could dissolve Parliament and appeal again to the country, to which Liberals replied that the power of forcing dissolutions was precisely what they were not prepared to concede to a second Chamber which, as they had good reason to believe, would use it against a Liberal party but never against a Conservative   party.     The   Government   considered   seriously whether they should dissolve after the destruction of their Education Bill, but decided that to appeal to the country on an issue which did not gready stir the mass of the public and J a Parliament on which such high hopes had been in twelve months of its assembling was not practical *-* *Ke two Houses were now committed to the con-Mr. Gladstone had predicted twelve years H " go on to its issue."
^£ 1906 Campbell-Bannerman had been able ; than promise his angry supporters to " find a xe the popular will prevail, but on June 24 of the following (1907) he produced the scheme of the " sus->ry veto," i.e. permitting the House of Lords to hold gislation for two sessions but no longer, which had in the meantime been evolved by the Cabinet, largely on his own initiative, and which, with slight modifications, was from henceforth to be the policy of the Liberal party.   This, embodied in a resolution which was intended to lay the foundation for legislation iix the following year, was carried by 432 to 147, but iK>t until after a stormy debate in which Mr. Balfour charge*! the Government with seeking to pick a gratuitous qtiarrel with die House of Lords, and certain Radical and Labour representatives demanded the total abolition of that assembly*  There were many gems of speech in the three days ovet which die debate extended.  Mr, Lloyd George said daat the House of Lords had been called the watch-dog of the Constitution, but was in reality " Mr. Balfour's poodle "; Mr. Winston Churchill called it "a one-sided, hereditary, unprized, unrepresentative, irresponsible absentee."
